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BED o RIE  Ashfag Mahmood

I arrived at Chiba University, in November 2014, as a Professor in the Faculty of Pharmaceutical
Sciences; International Scholars in Pharmaceutical Systems Biology. Previously I completed a Ph.D.
in Chemistry from Brown University, Providence RI, USA, and a two-year NIH post-doctoral
fellowship at The Johns Hopkins Medical Institutions under Professors Henry H. Wagner, Susan and
John Lever. Thereafter, in 1989, Professors Alun | S s iiag s
Jones, Alan Davison (MIT) and Professor S. James y T
Adelstein recruited me as a faculty member at
Harvard Medical School in the Joint Program in
Nuclear Medicine at the Department of Radiology,
where I remained till 2014.

Throughout my education and training, my primary
interests have remained in a broad area of medicinal
and synthetic chemistry particularly at the interface
of chemistry, biology, and medicine. More particularly, ¢ ’ | 4
over the years, the focus has been in the design of Prof. Arano  Prof. Mahmood  Prof. Uehara
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small-molecules for target-specific molecular imaging and in applying molecular imaging to study
disease. After spending 25 years in various faculty and research positions at Harvard and MIT, I
decided to come to Chiba University, Japan, to teach and conduct research at the Graduate School
of Pharmaceutical Sciences, as I knew some of the faculty with mutual research interests.

Spending the last two years working in Japan at Chiba University has been a wonderful and
rewarding experience for me. I have had numerous interactions and discussions with the very
capable faculty and researchers, working in the various aspects of Pharmaceutical Sciences. This has
been very rewarding from both a scientific professional point of view, as well as a personal one. I
was particularly impressed with the research conducted by the faculty and students, that
encompasses a wide range of basic and molecular pharmaceutical sciences from synthetic organic
and natural products chemistry to biochemistry and molecular biology including genomics,
mechanistic studies of biology and disease, as well as the applied and translational aspects of
pharmaceutical sciences.

My interactions with students in undergraduate and graduate classes as well as in the research
laboratories have also been very rewarding. I found most of the students, to be very intelligent,
dedicated to their work and hard working. As all of my teachings were conducted in English, I was
particularly impressed with the student’s level of understanding the scientific subjects taught in
English and think that further exposure and g %
encouragement would be very beneficial particularly : e o TS -
to the graduate students, who aim to pursue and
compete at the international level in their fields.

As 1 depart Japan with reflections of the past
year's experiences, I know I will miss the unique
culture and culinary delights that I experienced, as
well as the many friends and colleagues that I have
enjoyed working with on a day-to-day basis. I depart
with these treasured memories and hope that many
of the friendships will continue into the future. Prof. Mahmood's wife and friends
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